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Synopsis: To claim accomplishment for the contribution to a 

special event and to document liaison with local police. 

Enclosure (s) : One (1) copy of a Westboro Baptist Church (WBC) 
flyer, dated 11/14/2006, regarding the funeral of Staff Sergeant 
Courtland A. Kennard found on www. aodhatesfaas . com WBC website. 


Details: On 11/17/2006, Special Agent (SA) | 

was contacted by Starkville Police Department Chief David Bindley 
and informed that a protest was being planned for the funeral of 
Staff Sergeant (SSG) Courtland A. Kennard. SSG Kennard was killed 
in Iraq. Chief Bindley received information that members of the 
WBC, headquartered out of Topeka, Kansas, were planning on 
protesting SSG Kennard 's funeral at the Mount Pelier Baptist 
Church, 389 North Jackson Street, Starkville, Mississippi. The 
funeral was planned for 1:15 p.m. 

Chief Bindley requested information or intelligence 
regarding Westboro Baptist Church. Chief Bindley stated that the 
organization had a website called www. godhates fags . com and 
indicated that the church members protest the funerals of fallen 
soldiers because of the organization's belief that God was 
punishing America by killing American troops in Iraq for 
homosexual sins. Chief Bindley was unsure of the organization 
having a history of violence at previous funerals and wanted FBI 
assistance in the matter. Furthermore, Chief Bindley wanted to 
ensure that the WBC was not classified as a domestic terrorism 
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group. SA I I informed Chief Lindley that he was unaware of 

the WBC being a domestic terrorism organization and was unaware 

of the WBC having committed acts of violence or h aving a :b7c 

propensity for violence. Chief Lindley advised SA | I that 

the Patriot Riders would be present at the funeral as well to 

counter protest the WBC. The Patriot Riders are military veterans 

that disapprove of WBC actions in protesting military funerals. 


SAl I contacted Intelligence Analyst (IA) | | 

I of the ■ ^ ■ 

Counterterrorism Division, telephone nu mberl I and 

requested intelligence rega rding WBC. IA | provided the 

following information to SA | via e-mail regarding WBC: 
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"Currently there are no Domestic Terrorism 

Investi gations on Westboro Baptist Church or| 

I However, in ACS ( 163I-CH-334 ; Serial 48), 
there is some information which was provided to 
foreign law enforcement concerning the activities of 
this group. Please review it and pull information 


that may be helpful for your state and locals. 


"Caution should be used when addressing \ | and 

his follo wers. S ome of the family members, 

including have criminal records to include 

battery, extortion, witness intimidation, harassment 
and other miscellaneous charges. While caution is 
urged, the FBI usually does not consider or 

his followers to be violent." 
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SA|_ 

Lindley . 


relayed lA 


information to Chief 


On 11/21/2006, SA| [contacted Chief Lindley and 

inquired about the funeral on 11/18/2006. Chief Lindley stated 
that the funeral was uneventful and that there were no problems 
at the funeral . WBC never showed to protest the event . 
Approximately 50 Patriot Riders were present for the funeral. 
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Accomplishment Information: 

Number : 1 

Type: PARTICIPATE IN COMMAND POST/MAJOR CASE/SPECIAL EVENT 

ITU: LIAISON WITH OTHER AGENCY 

ITU: LIAISON WITHIN FBI 

Claimed By, 

SSN: 

Name : 

Squad : 6 


be 

b7C 
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LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1: (Info) 

JACKSON 



JTTF : Read and clear. 

cm06325a . ec 
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